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What is the world going to look like in 500 years? As you sit here in the classroom, I would like you to think about your grandchildren’s, grandchildren's world. Think about how much our environment has changed in your life let alone your grandparents. Could this possibly look like a scene out of the Matrix: a cloudy, polluted, almost uninhabitable place that we call home? The smell of smog and the stench of billowing smoke in the air. We live for the moment, the right now, yelling you only live once making quick decisions without ever thinking what is the overall impact of my actions.
I can ask 100 people if they know who Lebron James is and 95% percent would say yes. I can ask them if they can tell if he is having a good game or bad game and they would be able to tell me with pretty good accuracy. They would say his actions and behaviors can shape the outcome of a game.  Most would argue yes, he can change a game with inputs, ideas, and his ability to speak effectively. Although you don’t work for ESPN you know what good and bad looks like. The ball is in your court when it comes to creating a climate of sustainability. This means finding the value of reducing our carbon footprint. Although I agree that it is important to understand that we can change the environment, it is also important to define what each member finds valuable to make a change. When we find personal value in saving our climate, we will do our best to be vigilant towards change. Making these small yet complex decisions while critically thinking can have large impacts on our current debate over climate change. 
Additionally, the question that should be at the forefront of our conversations is why should I care, and what is in it for me? I challenge each of you to see different points while trying not to form some sort of bias towards other's opinions. You may need to shift your focus towards thoughts over to the current environmental changes. While I agree with Hoffman “Within the public debate over climate change, we fix a disproportionate amount of attention on the extremes. On the one side, it’s all a hoax, humans have no impact on climate, and nothing is happening. On the other side, it’s an imminent crisis, human activity explains all climate change, and it will devastate life on earth as we know it”. (Hoffman n.p.). These sides have long been questioned and both have confirmation bias towards their opinions. This is where you will have to decide which point of view you find most beneficial. 
Furthermore, you need to be able to rationalize and be open-minded towards climate change and engage in those challenging conversation that allows you to see different points of view. This subject has not just blossomed or come up overnight. This has been a strong and sensitive debate for many years. Political parties often displaying two sides to every story, but oftentimes told in a manner that allows members to have some confirmation biases towards their agenda. Throughout some of the articles by Hoffman, Carson, and Pollan there are some interesting takes on the environment. The question has been brought up countless times but why should we bother or why should I even care? To be honest this has everything to do with you. Anyway, you can find value, you should explore. This can shape the way you grow up and you can be the change that shifts our train of thought. 
Likewise, the way our families live on this precious planet will directly impact those who come behind us. Is there anything that you can do to help decrease the impact we have on the environment? Are you part of the problem or a potential solution? These are questions you should be constantly asking yourself. For every good deed or decision that has been done, there is the opposite, another person has made a different decision. This can sometimes solidify uncertainty and fear that no matter what is accomplished, and how much effort and time you put into this matter, you may not do enough to have a significant impact. For every rational choice and decision, someone had made the opposite decision. How does this affect you? You and I are the generations that will be tackling these issues head-on. There will not be any generational blaming because we are all here, and are dealing with the hand we have been dealt with.
Most importantly, the climate is changing at an accelerated pace. This has been put off many times before and it is now knocking at our door.  Hoffman said these changes are “important because they affect, health, water, energy, and agriculture, as well as the impact on urban areas, rural communities, and indigenous people” (Hoffman n.p.). Starting small with some agricultural changes, planting gardens and reaping the rewards is a great way to start a change. This may have a minimal impact at first, but this opens the doors to many other small conservative ways. I’m not telling you that you have to live in the forest with solar panels and only eat what you can grow. I’m just saying that there are many ways of being considerate and you will have figure out which ways are the most beneficial for the environment.
Finally, you will have to find a common ground to ensure that our future generations have the same opportunities you had growing up. Sledding in the winter, fishing in the spring and summer, hunting in the fall, or being able to see the same species as your grandparents. I can’t tell you how to define what you find valuable, but I can ask one simple question. Why is it that you don’t find climate change valuable? This small yet powerful question may help define your role in shaping our future. I am hoping in the upcoming years you can make some new memories. I am hoping that you can take your children and grandchildren to the same farms, beaches, and national forests that your parents took you to. Being able to see their excitement as the butterflies come to land on the lids of their hats and having the same thoughts, feelings and emotions you had once before. One of the biggest takeaways is that the environment doesn’t just provide us a place to live but allows us to create those memories that can have a long-lasting impact on who we are.
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Changes
1. Could this possibly look like a scene out of the Matrix: a cloudy, polluted, almost uninhabitable place that we call home? The smell of smog and the stench of billowing smoke in the air.
2. I can ask 100 people if they know who Lebron James is and 95% percent would say yes. I can ask them if they can tell if he is having a good game or bad game and they would be able to tell me with pretty good accuracy. They would say his actions and behaviors can shape the outcome of a game.  Most would argue yes, he can change a game with inputs, ideas, and his ability to speak effectively. Although you don’t work for ESPN you know what good and bad looks like. The ball is in your court when it comes to creating a climate of sustainability. This means finding the value of reducing our carbon footprint. New to try and drive home the fact that you may still know if things are going well or not. When we find personal value in saving our climate, we will do our best to be vigilant towards change. Making these small yet complex decisions while critically thinking can have large impacts on our current debate over climate change.
3.  I hope by this point in your adulthood you can view different points while trying not to form some sort of bias towards other's opinions. Changed this from a question to a statement to try and drive home this is how we should be thinking.
4. The way our families live on this precious planet will directly impact those who come behind us. Changed so of the words to flow better after receiving feedback from another classmate. 






Revised by Armand Nguepgang 
1. What is the writer's thesis? The thesis is hard to find because the idea or argument behind this essay is unclear. The thesis needs more details. (Can you focus on one idea and expend it?) Expanded upon
2. How does the writer establish the conversation--identify a gap in people's knowledge, attempt to modify an existing argument, or try to correct some misunderstanding?
The writer argues that it is our duty, not someone’s to address the issues we have with the use of our environment and to keep it clean and safe for our children and grand-children. 
3. How effectively does the writer distinguish between his or her ideas and the ideas he or she summarizes, paraphrases, or quotes?
There is no similarity between the writer’s idea and the quote he used. (changed quote)
4. To what extent are you persuaded by the writer's argument? Why?
The argument is not strong enough because the writer opens his opinion to several ideas so it makes it hard to see his point. Built on this area
5. To what extent does the writer anticipate possible counterarguments?
The writer is very open to anticipate in possible counter argument.
6. Can you follow the essay's organization easily? If so, point to transitions/transitional phrases that help? If not, suggest them. The writer used one good transition word at the conclusion while he did not add any on other areas. I suggest adding a transition word or phrase between paragraph one and two. (Example: meanwhile, the question that should be at the forefront …….) 
7. What do you think is working best? Explain by pointing to specific passages in the writer's draft. (See comments)
8. What do you recommend the writer work further on, and why?
The writer should focus more on the thesis, give more examples on ways to solve the issue regarding climate change.

