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Reflective Essay
 I agree academic writing is extremely important: but it is not easy and it’s more difficult and time-consuming than I previously thought. Throughout this portfolio, I am hoping to show my growth grammatically and structurally from the first week to the final week. Moreover, this will show how much I have improved from asking questions to the readers, to using my words to provoke more thoughts. I have learned some very useful skills from the instructor and peers along with my academic process of becoming a more efficient writer. Over the past seven weeks, my job has changed, and this has caused some significant stress in my day to day activities. I’m usually pretty good with time management but finding time to write, peer review, comment, first drafts, revisions, and research has been challenging for me. 
First, I struggled with balancing the required academics and my workload throughout this course. Writing is not my forte and honestly, it is something that I tend to steer away from. Just like sports, repetition is key and taking feedback only helps and improves my strategies. I’ve learned how to get to the point right away and not dance around my thoughts. In the beginning, I struggled with supporting my ideas and further developing my point of view. I argued on behalf of the writer instead of interjecting my thoughts and opinions on the matter. More often than not, my grammar doesn’t allow the reader to see where I am headed. Confusing sentences and wordy structure pushed readers away. Very few people want to read something that is not meeting the intent and they view as a rant that doesn’t make sense. My first essay needed some heavy attention and I received so great feedback on how to improve. 
In addition to receiving some much-needed feedback, I began to realize the number of mistakes I was making. As I continued to read the feedback, I couldn’t believe I was making those mistakes. Once they were pointed out, I was a little disappointed in myself because they were very simple mistakes. I understand my writing will not be perfect overnight, but I could have put forth more effort. At first, I thought this was going to challenge my cognitive domain. It wasn’t until week three that I fell into the affective domain and started to truly value, receive, and respond more effectively. Once I found my purpose and why this is most important to me, I believe I started to get better. I can’t stop here: I will need to take more steps to focus on becoming a more proficient writer. I plan on taking another writing class at the conclusion of course. I have always known that I need to keep writing to get better, but this is easier said than done. I know that this will take me coming up with many drafts and revisions of my earlier work. My first drafts were quick and had simple errors and mistakes. If I would have slowed down and focused my writing, I believe I wouldn’t have had so many errors. I didn’t have a strong thesis at first but developed this more as time and my understanding of the course went on. I plan on incorporating more of what I learned in my work environment. This course challenged me because it made me think differently and challenged my critical thinking allowing me to see things from different perspectives. 
Furthermore, this has shown me that time management is key, and writing is not an easy process. It takes revision after revision to make sure I am putting forth the best possible product. I not only owe this to myself, but I also owe it to the reader I am trying to attract. I found a particular paragraph to be what I feel is one of my better-written statements. I talked about LeBron James and his performance on the court. I asked if members could tell if he was having a good game or a bad game? I received some praise from the instructor because it brought in a perspective that enticed the reader. At first, I was skeptical about putting this in my writing, but I use this analogy with people all of the time. I may not be an expert, but I can tell when things are off. Just like the other students within the class they could tell if I was off with some of my writings. 
Finally, throughout this course, I’ve learned to examine the context of the articles and describe some of the more pertinent points. With a better understanding of the material, I can now see gaps in some of the articles. Although this is still challenging for me, I feel that I am better prepared to argue through my understanding and providing alternatives to their points of view. This is something seven weeks ago I struggled with and would have continued to struggle with if I had not taken this course. I have become more detail oriented and I feel more confident in my ability to write more effectively. As I stated in my opening paragraph academic writing is important and I feel that I have taken great strides in bettering my communication process through all the essays I have turned in. This has not been an easy process and has taken time to produce products that I can be proud of. The revision processes allowed me to dial in my thoughts and streamline a product that people will find interesting and inviting to read. Overall, I am very happy with the knowledge I have gained. Adult learning can be difficult because we all bring different points of view from real world situations. I am thankful this has challenged me to try and reach a higher level of learning. 







Unit 4: Essay #3 Expanding the Conversation
Who Are You and What Are You Doing Here? A Word to the Incoming Class
Although I agree that students have a hidden success they would like to achieve, it is important to understand that all members attending college have the innate quality to push themselves personally and professionally to be the most successful. Go to college, get an education, be successful, work hard, be the best you can be and take advantage of all these opportunities I didn’t have. All these things are preached to children as they start to grow up. Do well in school so you can go to college, get a fancy job, and make a lot of money. Always ending with that parental question that all Freshmen hate to hear: what do you want to do when you grow up? This is often the question many of you will ask yourself as you start to get older and begin to enter the college arena. 
 Besides should not view your education as a simple show up and receive a passing grade. Yes, there are there are plenty of ways to take the easy way out and many people may choose this route. As you sit here, I would like you to know why you should decide to put in the hard work and long hours for something you can get from the internet in two minutes. Many of your fellow students are using essays found by others: changing a few words but that will only get you so far. If you fail to prepare, prepare to fail. Some of the answers to the quizzes are just a click away, but if this how you plan to get an education, prepare to learn little to nothing at all. While I agree with Edmundson’s point “essays can be brilliant, in a chilly way; they can also be clipped from the Internet, and often are” I also feel it’s worth noting that generating these quick documents are diminishing your education. Seeing these same documents over and over the professor saves his energies for the profession, while the student saves his for friends, social life, volunteer work, making connections, and getting in position to clasp hands on the true grail, the first job” (Edmundson n.p.). 
Furthermore, Edmundson makes a great point when he says, “In college, life is elsewhere. Life is at parties, at clubs, in music, with friends, in sports. Life is what celebrities have. The idea that the courses you take should be the primary objective of going to college is tacitly considered absurd” (Edmundson n.p.). I feel that schoolings priorities are off and some of those efforts are paying off. You may perceive that professors and your fellow students are not putting the time and effort; the majority of your classmates are receiving more college degrees than before. The current overall six-year completion rate is 58.3 percent and is up about 1.5 percentage points from the cohort of students the year before – those who started in 2011("College Completion Rates Are Up, But the Numbers Will Still Surprise You")
Moreover, the overwhelming concern for debt is ever growing. This has been a growing concern over the last decade. The questions should be asked why should you settle for anything less than your best? As the cost to complete your degree is certainly growing this will play a big factor in debt load. On average student loans balance per borrower hit a record high in 2018: $35,359 ("Student Loan Debt: 2019 Statistics and Outlook"). Providing mediocre work should not be the standard that you set. I have all too often heard C’s get degrees and that seems to suffice for many students. To be honest this should fuel a passion internally try your best and crush the mean. If you are going to incur this much financial responsibility you should leave with a plethora of knowledge to accompany it. 
Equally important it is imperative that setting goals early and often leads to a more productive outcome. Going to school and not following through without setting goals that are SMART will help ensure the best product is turned in. Goals should follow these guidelines be specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and timely. Specifically align your priorities with what, why, who, and where. Put them in the order of hardest to easiest or the opposite. You can choose how you would like to prioritize. Measure your success by asking how much work it this, how many tasks do I have. You can measure your success by completion and receiving and effective grade. Give yourself an achievable goal. How can I get this project completed? Do I have everything to complete this project?  Be realistic about your education and assignments. Are you putting in your maximum effort to receive that A? The last and probably the most important is that you need to set aside time to compete your work. If you have a 3-month project don’t try and complete it the day before. This is unrealistic and does not set you up for success. 
As your educational endeavors begin, so will the increase in your responsibilities. There will be assignment deadlines with academic standards. There may be times that you feel like school is just going through the motions. Lecture halls containing hundreds of people can often feel crowded, overwhelming, and non-personal. Don’t feel like another number to the professor who will take a quick glance at the paper and then throw a grade on it. Although this may seem meaningless to you and other students this isn’t always the case. You should want to wake up with a natural drive to succeed. Professors trying to get ahead and students trying to exceed the status quo are no different. 
Again, you may question why should your educators and students consistently put forth the best effort to achieve greatness? You may find out that you are motivated extrinsically or intrinsically. Could it be the Dean’s list, perhaps receiving an A, or just receiving some feedback that you did a great job. As much effort that you are putting into your papers is met with the same effort by the hard-working professors. Hard work ethic is something that is shown through constant engagement, feedback, and personal and professional development. Taking the time to adequately prepare for upcoming lectures, assignments, quizzes, tests, and class can have a significant impact on your overall education. I agree with Edmundson when he says “your education will not be easy but there are terrific opportunities for growth and knowledge. To get it, you’ll need to struggle and strive, to be strong, and occasionally even to piss off some admirable people” (Edmundson n.d.). 
Finally, I believe that you will have ups and downs, decent grades and some that could be better, the education you want will have to be sought after. Constantly challenging yourself and working on qualities like hard work ethic, originality, and discipline pay dividends in the classroom and online settings. Understanding prioritizing projects, classwork, and study time are imperative to your overall success. You should want to succeed in their education and want to set themselves up for a better future. Taking these classes seriously and asking for the hard-constructive feedback will give students the education they are looking for. The opportunities for success are not limited but limited only by individuals who aren’t willing to work hard. Continue to demand excellence from yourself and your educational institutions. 
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Artifacts:
Joshua, 
I took the time to conduct a peer review on your essay since I too also submitted mine late. I added notes to the attached document for you to easily see. Nothing to out of the ordinary, just grammar and spelling. I will say that you do have a good thesis, but your opening paragraph reads a little rough and I there were a few sentences that I feel could have been split into two different ones. Overall good paper and I'm sure it will make a great addition to your portfolio. Insert comma here, add there, punctuation error? I think you are trying to say I would like you to “know” why without setting goals.
I think this whole sentence should say “There will be assignment deadlines with academic standards”. You have multiple sentences that are kind of confusing, maybe consider phrasing it differently. Additionally, you have a punctuation error. 
Randall,
Thank you so much for your input on my paper. I went back through and missed some of the things you pointed out. Sometimes getting to the point can be the hard part for me. Again, thank you for taking the time out to help a fellow student, it is much appreciated.
Joshua







Unit 6: Essay #5 Revision Project, Entering an Academic Conversation 
We can trace back what history looks like and see where we have come from. Seeing how others have lived and what they imagined their future would look like. What is the world going to look like in 500 years? As you sit here in the classroom, I would like you to think about your grandchildren’s world. Think about how much our environment has changed in your life let, alone your grandparents. Could this possibly look like a scene out of the Matrix: a cloudy, polluted, almost uninhabitable place that we call home? The smell of smog and the stench of billowing smoke in the air. We live for the moment, the right now, “yelling you only live once”, making quick decisions without ever thinking what the overall impact of our actions are.
I can ask 100 people if they know who Lebron James is and 95% percent would say yes. I can ask them if they can tell if he is having a good game or bad game and they would be able to tell me with pretty good accuracy. They would say his actions and behaviors can shape the outcome of a game.  Most would argue yes, he can change a game with inputs, ideas, and his ability to speak effectively. Although you don’t work for ESPN you know what good and bad looks like. The ball is in your court when it comes to creating a climate of sustainability. This means finding the value of reducing our carbon footprint. Although I agree that it is important to understand that we can change the environment, it is also important to define what each member finds valuable to make a change. When we find personal value in saving our climate, we will do our best to be vigilant towards change. Making these small yet complex decisions while critically thinking can have large impacts on our current debate over climate change. 
Additionally, the question that should be at the forefront of our conversations is: why should I care and what is in it for me? I challenge each of you to see different points while trying not to form some sort of bias towards other's opinions. You may need to shift your focus towards thoughts over to the current environmental changes. While I agree with Hoffman “Within the public debate over climate change, we fix a disproportionate amount of attention on the extremes. On the one side, it’s all a hoax, humans have no impact on climate, and nothing is happening. On the other side, it’s an imminent crisis, human activity explains all climate change, and it will devastate life on earth as we know it” (Hoffman n.p.). These sides have long been questioned and both have used confirmation bias to sway other’s opinions. This is where you will have to decide which point of view you find most beneficial. Using extreme temperatures, polar ice caps melting, and the amount of smog and pollution that crowds busy downtown areas. 
Furthermore, you need to be able to rationalize and be open-minded towards climate change and engage in those challenging conversation that allows you to see different points of view. This subject has not just blossomed or come up overnight. This has been a strong and sensitive debate for many years. Political parties often displaying two sides to every story, but oftentimes told in a manner that allows members to have some confirmation biases towards their agenda. Throughout some of the articles by Hoffman, Carson, and Pollan there are some interesting takes on the environment. The question has been brought up countless times but why should we bother or why should I even care? To be honest this has everything to do with you. Anyway, you can find value, you should explore. This can shape the way you grow up and you can be the change that shifts our train of thought. 
Likewise, the way our families live on this precious planet will directly impact those who come behind us. Is there anything that you can do to help decrease the impact we have on the environment? Are you part of the problem or a potential solution? These are questions you should be constantly asking yourself. For every good deed or decision that has been done, there is the opposite, another person has made a different decision. This can sometimes solidify uncertainty and fear that no matter what is accomplished, and how much effort and time you put into this matter, you may not do enough to have a significant impact. For every rational choice and decision, someone had made the opposite decision. How does this affect you? You and I are the generations that will be tackling these issues head-on. There will not be any generational blaming because we are all here and are dealing with the hand we have been dealt with.
Most importantly, the climate is changing at an accelerated pace. This has been put off many times before and it is now knocking at our door.  Hoffman said these changes are “important because they affect, health, water, energy, and agriculture, as well as the impact on urban areas, rural communities, and indigenous people” (Hoffman n.p.). Starting small with some agricultural changes, planting gardens and reaping the rewards is a great way to start a change. This may have a minimal impact at first, but this opens the doors to many other small conservative ways. I’m not telling you that you have to live in the forest with solar panels and only eat what you can grow. I’m just saying that there are many ways of being considerate and you will have figure out which ways are the most beneficial for the environment.
Finally, you will have to find a common ground to ensure that our future generations have the same opportunities you had growing up. Imagine sledding in the winter, fishing in the spring and summer, hunting in the fall, or being able to see the same species as your grandparents. I can’t tell you how to define what you find valuable, but I can ask one simple question, how do you plan to make any changes? This small yet powerful question may help define your role in shaping our future. I am hoping in the upcoming years you can make some new memories. I hope that you can take your children and grandchildren to the same farms, beaches, and national forests that your parents took you to. Being able to see their excitement as the butterflies come to land on the lids of their hats and having the same thoughts, feelings, and emotions you had once before. One of the biggest takeaways is that the environment doesn’t just provide us a place to live but allows us to create those memories that can have a long-lasting impact on who we are.




















Artifacts
1. Joshua, Good job on your essay. Your revision is good, and your thesis is strong. However, try to avoid positing too many questions for the reader within a college essay. Make statements that invite the reader to consider your topic. Small details are where you falter a bit: "Is it going to look like a scene out of the matrix, cloudy, polluted, almost uninhabitable?" Here, the main issue with the movie title - it should be capitalized. Revised: Is it going to look like a scene out of the Matrix: cloudy, polluted, almost uninhabitable. Note that changing the comma to a colon after the movie title makes this a statement rather than a question and provides more impact for the reader.
Some additional comments that were let fall in line with Comma before “let”, This is an exclamation. Quotations needed surrounding "you only live once" and comma before "making"
There are two questions here. 
2. Some of the feedback I received from students centered around the following.  think some of your messages are a little bit difficult to decipher in their current form.  In your first body paragraph, I believe the intent is to highlight that even though professors and college students are phoning it in, college completion rates are increasing.  You don’t really tie these two ideas together though, and it is unclear what efforts you’re speaking about to when you reference the statistic.
I noticed the same thing with the second body paragraph.  You open by talking about college debt, then roll into a commentary on student motivation without discussing why these two points are relevant to each other.  The paragraph then goes on for quite a bit, but it’s not very clear where you stand in the context of “the conversation”.  I would recommend structuring your essay so that each paragraph has single clear point that ties into the overall focus.  I’ll elaborate more on this in question #7.
2. What is the writer's thesis, his/her main argument, focus?
Your thesis is that people have the ability to self-motivate in order to achieve academic success, but this is another area that could be cleared up a bit.  Your first paragraph is confusing and doesn’t really lead well into your thesis.  I actually did not realize that this was your thesis statement until referring back to last week’s discussion posts.  I think it would help to state your thesis closer to the beginning with a more concise lead-up.  You might want to remove the part about “professors have a hidden success”, because it’s not really clear how that aspect plays into the rest of your essay.  Remember that this is your “focus”, so all your subsequent points should tie back to it in some way.
3. Has the writer effectively related the conversation that published writers are engaged in? How so? What work remains to be done to better contextualize the writer's thesis?
To a certain degree, a lot of what’s written appears to be more of a reiteration of what Edmundson wrote rather than a response to it.  You have quotations from the essay, but they’re not utilized in a way that feels like part of the conversation.  It’s a bit jarring to be following your point, then have a somewhat related quote dropped in without context.  You want to make sure you introduce these references and indicate to the audience why you chose them.  For example, “While I agree with Edmondson’s point that ‘X Y Z,’ I also feel it’s worth noting A B C.” 
Also, I think a lot of the quotes you’ve used are way too long.  Edmundson reiterates his points a few times in the essay, so you may want to choose one of the more concise examples to respond to.
4. Is the writer addressing the audience's concerns effectively? Anticipating counter- arguments?
I don’t believe it’s very clear who your audience is.  You said you wished to talk to an audience of high school freshman in Mod 3 discussion, but it often comes across like you’re talking ABOUT students rather than TO them.  You also make a lot of statements at a rapid-fire pace, but it doesn’t come across like you’re responding to anyone in particular.  I would try to personalize things a bit with more “you” statements.  Additionally, it can help to pose rhetorical questions based on what the average student might be thinking, then follow up with your response. 
5. What passages of the draft are most effective? Why?
I like the part where you talk about setting goals.  Setting SMART goals is a valuable lesson and can be essential to success, so it definitely fits your focus here.  I would highly recommend elaborating though.  Not everyone knows what a SMART goal is, and I think this would be a great place to describe the concept and relate it to student success.
6. What passages of the draft are least effective? Why?
Overall, your last paragraph is not very effective.  It’s very long and feels a bit like a handful of different ideas stitched together.  There’s not much flow between those ideas, and the end is very abrupt.  You could elaborate on college debt, setting effective goals, and self-motivating with one paragraph each, and then finish with a clear conclusion. 
7. As a reader, I suggest this writer focus his/her revision efforts in this way: ___________
The way your essay is structured will play a huge role in how the information is received.  I would recommend revising your paragraphs using this basic framework:
· State your point – Within the first few sentences, it should be clear what your stance is. This gives your audience a frame of reference for everything that comes after
· Support your point – The majority of the paragraph should consist of you elaborating on and clarifying the original point while supporting it with your sources. Avoid information that is not directly relevant, as it can confuse the audience.
· Conclude your point & transition – It should be clear when one idea ends and the next begins, and it also needs to be clear how these two ideas are related. It can help to treat the first sentence of your new paragraph as a direct response to a question or statement posed in the last sentence of your previous paragraph. 
· Example:
· Paragraph 1 - “I think X / because of *THIS* and *THAT* / but because of X, there is Y…
· Paragraph 2 – “Therefore, I think Y / because of *THIS* and *THAT* / which has resulted in Z….”  etc etc
Structuring the essay in this way makes it very easy for someone to breakdown exactly what questions and issues you are trying to address.  By just glancing at the first bits of each paragraph, it would give them a good idea of what you’re all about.  I hope that makes sense.
8. Respond to the writer's specific questions.
When it comes to verbiage, I’d recommend starting simple.  Write a draft of your essay where you convey each point is summarized in one sentence, similar to the paragraph examples above.  Then think about what people might want you to elaborate on. 
“You think X?  What is that in response to?” 
“You think it’s because of *THIS*?  Why?” 
For each question, add an additional sentence in the appropriate place.  This helps you break down your thoughts into bite-sized chunks that are easier to articulate.  
Additionally, you want to make sure there’s flow throughout your writing.  The sentences in each paragraph should all chain together and be immediately relevant to what comes before and after.  You could also think of it like a relay race, where each sentence is taking the baton and passing it on to the next.  Instead of saying “I think X.  This person says *THIS*.  This research says *THAT*.  I think Y,” you might say “I think X because Person says *THIS*.  Person’s point is further proven by research that says *THAT*.  Those numbers reinforce X, but it also leads me to believe Y. (New paragraph, where Y is your main point). 
For your citations, I’m no expert but would recommend the following changes.  You should indent the (2013) from Edmundson’s essay, and I’m not sure where the quotation begins the last time you cite him.  Additionally, you might want to include the authors of the web articles you listed and make sure the works cited page is sorted alphabetically. 
Sorry if this is a lot of feedback.  These are the main strategies I use when writing, and they’ve helped make classes like this much easier.  I hope they’re able to help you too.
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