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Law enforcement and dealing with terrorism
Law enforcement agencies have constantly engaged terrorism through intelligence, cyberspace, and social media to detect possible attacks. This continued problem has changed the way law enforcement handles and processes possible threats to the homeland. In this paper, I plan to discuss the current issues that law enforcement faces terrorism, social media, internal ethical challenges, and growing trends. The objective of this paper is to use informative information on how law enforcement is engaging multiple platforms to combat terroristic activity through the use of cyberspace and social media. I will use some of the articles found in the peer-reviewed scholarly sources to explain my viewpoints
The United States of America has changed how it detects, deters, and deals with terrorism. The events that took place on September 11th, 2001, was the largest attack on U.S. soil totaling 2,977 Americans who lost their lives ("firefighter who died on 9/11 was finally laid to rest. 1,109 victims remain unidentified," 2019). There has been a lot of focus on dealing with terrorism both externally and internally using cyberspace and multiple social media cites. This is to ensure all Americans are safe from terroristic threats, attacks, or coercive means. The cyber domain is relatively a new thing and to be honest it has yet to be fully explored. The cyber domain is a very broad and dangerous place. There are currently 1.5 billion websites in existence and 200 million of them are active ("Total number of Websites," n.d.). Law enforcement is currently combating the cyber domain and trying to reduce the number of terrorist activities, organizations, and recruitment. It is key to note that terroristic activity can form from internal and external threats consisting of citizens and members visiting the United States. These members both internally and externally can be utilized to pursue attacks on the United States. Law enforcement plays a key role in the detection and elimination of terrorist activity within the United States. 
We need to ensure that law enforcement is culturally competent. Law enforcement needs to prepare future law enforcement officers for practice in a multicultural society ("CULTURAL COMPETENCE”. n.d.). More specifically, they need to be trained on three different levels. They need to know and understand that there are cultural differences and cultural norms. Furthermore, law enforcement needs to understand individual emotions and feelings towards their set values. Lastly, law enforcement needs to understand the behavior or the cultural experiences within intercultural communication. An interesting fact is that an immigrant moves to the United States every 33 seconds (Kim Ann Zimmermann, 2017). This means that our cultural norms are always changing as new individuals help shape our society. New members bring in new perspective and different beliefs and ideologies. As the United States continues to grow in the multicultural platform, we must understand that there are cultural differences and we need to ensure we educate law enforcement to be able to spot the differences in radicalization. 
Terrorists, whether inside or external to a family network, do not operate in a void. Nor are terrorists invisible. They have jobs, family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, classmates and other individuals in their livers. Terrorist members shop, use banks, credit cards, rent storage units, acquire components for explosives and buy weapons (Alexander, 2019). There are eight signs of terrorism that law enforcement members are constantly detecting. These are individuals conducting surveillance, gathering information, testing security, acquiring funds and supplies, acting suspiciously, impersonating police or security personnel, undertaking dry runs, and getting into a position to undertake an attack (Alexander, 2019). Police may interact with a suspect through online or offline undercover activities. Radicals communicate their extremist perspectives to others. They may vocalize their calls for violence online, offline, or both. Those members who use online activities may choose to follow these extremists through websites, blogs, forums, videos, and other forms of social media. While utilizing such outlets, members may receive guidance and terroristic tools such as communication, radicalization, recruitment, fundraising, explosives, tactics, targeting, and financing their operations (Alexander, 2019). It is up to law enforcement to deal with a known criminal or terrorist suspect. Police follow up on members who participate in terrorism and other crimes. Law enforcement interacts with suspects through referrals and informants, businesses, nonprofits, nongovernmental organizations, and public interactions. 
The cyberspace domain remains to be one of the most significant challenges law enforcements have to face. Law enforcement has debated how to organize its agencies and departments to meet the growing cyber threat (K. Ludwick, Ph.D., 2019). Before the creation of the Cyber Divisions, the Criminal Counterintelligence and Counterterrorism Division each contained divisions that concentrate on computer-related issues. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has a relatively large budget of approximately 8 billion dollars and employs roughly 35,000 people. After September 11th, 2001, a new division was created and called the Security Division. It’s applicability to law enforcement is no different, the lack of empirical information makes concluding difficult (K. Ludwick, Ph.D., 2019 p. 56). Additionally, as the cyber domain evolves almost daily, any study will suffer from being out of date just due to the advance of technology (K. Ludwick, Ph.D., 2019 p. 55). This is why it is key to monitor and maintain sufficient data to draw conclusions and monitor potential threats. Law enforcement has a difficult task to ensure we are safe. Cyberspace is a very large platform to monitor. People are constantly receiving texts through social media messages, differently applications, and emails daily. Members employed to monitor these domains must remain vigilant for threats, requests, posts, through various websites, and social media platforms.
Some of the largest social media sites are Facebook and Twitter. Facebook has 2.45 billion monthly active users and 1.59 billion daily active users. Individual’s age 25-34 are the most common demographic that utilize these social media giants.  ("Top 20 Facebook Statistics - Updated November 2019," 2019). There has been a steady increase in mobile users over the last few years. With technology at our finger tips there are around 1.15 billon mobile daily active users. This has increased 23% since 2016 ("Top 20 Facebook Statistics - Updated November 2019," 2019). Facebook and Twitter are the social media platforms that are most commonly used the whole world and by law enforcement to track and engage in terroristic threats. Social media plays an important role in the era of e-government. Approximately 96.4% of law enforcement agencies surveyed in 2015 by the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) reported that they used social media (Yun Huang, 2017 p. 179). Detection through social media platforms allows law enforcement to use multi-directional communication throughout many different agencies. 
As technology progresses so does the need for monitoring social media. Age verification is as easy as saying yes, but targeting younger individuals through videos, comments, and messenger, can be very difficult to monitor and track. The instantaneous and multi-directional communication such as Facebook messenger allows members to communicate with ease. Law enforcement uses other profiles to monitor and like other members messages and posts. Extensive studies have been conducted to understand how different factors could impact user interaction on social media. For example, on Facebook, prior work found that police agencies use Facebook posts that contain pictures received more interaction from public users. “On Twitter, features such as content length, Universal Resource Locator (URL’s), hashtags, and pictures included in the message have been identified as factors influencing the received interaction from uses e.g. a tweet with URLs or hashtags is more likely to be retweeted” (Yun Huang, 2017 p. 179).
Internal and external influences change how policies are implemented. This drives competition that can prevent inefﬁciency in law enforcement policies, while punitive groups such as the law enforcement authority have the power in shaping law enforcement policies (Yahangi, 2018). More importantly, law enforcement authorities seem to be the main actors in pursuing stricter law enforcement policies and have to be involved in such competition for the budget (Yahangi, 2018 p. 286). These internal and external driving factors, allows law enforcement to drive some of the changes needed to enforce stricter standards. By making these upfront investments in winning groups, they can achieve their preferred proposal for detection policies, such as police activity (Yahangi, 2018 p. 286). This helps eliminate opposition such as bribes and corruption, that may question their character and integrity to do the right thing when no one is looking.  
In summary, the whole intent of this paper was to inform people about the current courses of action to reduce terrorism and possible terroristic threats to our country. Many platforms are used to combat terrorism within the United States of America. Utilizing cyberspace domains, social media outlets, internal and external stakeholder, can help reduce and attempt to eliminate terroristic activity. The ability to locate threats utilizing law enforcement tactics will deter potential plans to attack American. citizens. Cyberspace is one key aspect of controlling information that is being passed around daily. Millions of texts, messages, and emails, flood people’s inboxes at an unprecedented rate. As stated earlier there are millions of cyber domains that could be used for terrorist activity. Being able to effectively mitigate activity and reduce the threats of terrorism in the United States is at an all-time high. Dealing with internal and external stakeholders allows law enforcement to garner stricter guidelines that can help set stricter standards. This will allow us to monitor multidirectional communication through adds, posts, and URL. If law enforcement officers can effectively use communication through cyberspace superiority while dialing in on social media and other outlets, we can reduce the potential of terrorism and terrorist activity. Being vigilant and aware of multiple communication platforms has helped reduce the planned and future attacks towards the United States of America. 
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